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• Editable PowerPoint .pptx file printable format, plus easy-to-
print PDF files are included.

• Editable Google Slides digital format (landscape only)
• 8.5” x 11” letter paper size in portrait & landscape versions
• Excerpts competencies and standards addressed to print on 

reverse (Great for administrative observations!)

• Microsoft Word .docx file format and Google Docs 
digital format

• Written for Grades 2-5, adaptable for middle school
• Includes National and Pennsylvania Common Core 

Standards, AASL National School Library Standards for 
Learners, and Next Generation Science Standards



1. At this center, students use Q-BA-MAZE™ blocks to build a marble 

maze that they can race marbles through. They will practice 

persevering through problems, finding creative solutions when things go 

wrong, and recovering from failures (when the blocks inevitably fall over).

2. This is NOT a quiet center. Expect it to be loud, especially if students 

are building on a table or other hard surface.  If the clatter of plastic 

blocks is too noisy or distracting, have students build on a carpeted area.

3. You will definitely want some kind of container with a lid to 

hold the marbles, so they don’t get “lost” in the box or container that’s 

holding the blocks.  It also makes it easier to see at a glance if any marbles 

are missing from the center. Your local craft store might have something, 

or use the linked materials listed on the previous pages.

4. Q-BA-MAZE™ retail kits (sold separately online) are modular blocks that 

connect to form a customizable marble maze. See my recommended sets 

to stock your center. I started with the Cool Colors kit, and then replaced 

it with a Big Box set & Spectrum set to allow more students to use the 

center at once.

5. Terms of Use – This product is copyrighted by Collette J. / Mrs. J in the 

Library.  By purchasing this product, you are purchasing a one-

user license, so please do not share this product with others.  

Feel free to edit any of the TEXT (not graphic) content according to your 

needs.  

6. Graphics Terms of Use – This product was created using licensed 

graphics from several graphics/clipart artists (listed on last page). It is a 

violation of copyright law to “lift” or remove the graphics for other 

purposes. To obtain your own license, visit the artists’ websites.

7. Want more practical tips and inspiration for your library?

Sign up for my email newsletter, and I’ll send you helpful blog posts, 

resources, and occasional product news right to your inbox!
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Directions for posting in 
Google Classroom or other 
learning platforms

See below 
for text 

directions

YouTube 
playlist

Mrs. J’s Recommended 

Marble Maze sets

Containers with snap-

on lid for marbles

(affiliate link) or check 

your local craft store

Optional – Large 

container with a lid 

(affiliate link) to store 

center materials, or you 

can use the boxes that 

come with the blocks.
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1. If you want to edit the any of the lesson materials, I recommend keeping the “original” 

and making a copy for your edited version. 

2. Set the permissions for your edited files in Google Drive. 

3. If you are using this lesson in Google Classroom, add it as an “assignment” if you 

want students to turn it in, or if you are required to keep track of which students 

are competing the activity.  Otherwise, post it as a “material” so students don’t have 

to turn it in. 

4. If you are posting it as an assignment, add the digital activity as an 

attachment from your Google Drive.  Set the permissions for these files to: 

“Students can view this file.”

5. You can write your own directions, or you could just say “click to open” 

if you have included your own video directions.  I like to use Emojipedia to add 

emojis in the title and description more colorful and fun.

IMPORTANT!  You must set the sharing 
permissions for the uploaded PDF files to: 
“Anyone in your district can view” AND 
go to the icon to UNCHECK both boxes 
for “Editors can change permissions and 
share” and “Viewers and commenters can see 
the option to download, print, and copy”  
Click the “Done” button to save your changes 
or the back arrow from the advanced settings.

If you do not take this vital step, then any 
student or teacher in your Google Classroom 
could make a digital copy of this product, and 
you will be breaking copyright law.  Please be 
respectful of the time and energy I put into my 
products and keep them within your Google 
Classroom only.  If a colleague asks you to 
share it, please send them the link to 
download this product.

6. Add a link to your library website, databases, or related 

online resources if you are using the extra activity choices.

7. Finally, post your assignment or material in Google 

Classroom (or multiple Google Classrooms, if you want).
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